
Message Summary 
 
Topic: Prophets of the Old Testament - Jeremiah 
 
Scripture text: Jeremiah 1 
 
'Jeremiah' means "whom Jehovah has appointed". 
 
Jeremiah ministered in Judah for over 40 years during the reign of Judah's last five kings: Josiah, 
Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin and Zedekiah. He was known as the "weeping prophet" because he 
ministered during the 'dark' days, where he pointed out sins, called people to repentance, and 
warned of judgment, but suffered the most persecution out of all the OT prophets. 
 
Jeremiah's Calling 
Before Jeremiah was born, the LORD knew him, set him apart, and ordained him to be a prophet 
unto Judah (1:5). However, Jeremiah made an excuse that he was a child (1:6). But the LORD told 
Jeremiah not to be afraid because God will guide him; for whatever the LORD commands him to say, 
he shall say. God encouraged Jeremiah by giving him the words to speak (1:9), and telling him that 
God will be with him wherever he needs to go (1:8). Knowing that God will be with us and help us 
wherever we go, we should put our trust in Him and obediently submit to His calling for us. 
 
God's Judgement 
No matter how great our sins are, God will be merciful to forgive us if we repent. Israel and Judah 
were both idolatrous, and Judah even feigned allegiance to God (3:10). For their sins, they would be 
judged by the LORD. However, the LORD will be merciful to them if they would return to Him and 
acknowledge their sins (3:12-13). This is because God wants us to always have a good relationship 
with Him. Therefore, whenever God rebukes us, we should humble ourselves before Him, 
acknowledge our sins, and be reconciled to God. We can do this by casting off all idols, swearing 
obedience to God, and having hearts that are receptive to God's Word (4:1-4). 
 
God's Promise 
God promised to restore Israel and Judah after 70 years (32:15). In Jeremiah 32:8, Hanameel offered 
to sell Jeremiah a field in Anathoth (Jeremiah's hometown). Although buying a land seems foolish as 
it was considered worthless at the time, Jeremiah bought the land because he knew that God would 
hold true to His promises. Likewise, we should respond to God's promises as though we had already 
received them because we know that God is faithful and will never break His promises. 


